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Levels of Government

State Governments

Governmental Power

James Madison

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt

"The essence of Government is power;
and power, lodged as it must be in human

hands, will ever be liable to abuse."

"In Republics, the great danger is,
that the majority may not sufficiently

respect the rights of the minority"

Bonus Chapter
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Limiting Power

House Representatives

Senate Representatives

Checks and Balances

"I believe there are more instances of the
abridgement of freedom of the people by

gradual and silent encroachments by those
in power than by violent and sudden

usurpations."
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The American Republic
Three Branches of Government

Legislative
Branch

Makes Laws
Approves Presidential

Appointments

2 Houses

Judicial Branch

Evaluates Laws
Decides if laws are

constitutional
Can overturn rulings
by lower court judges

9 Justices,
appointed until they resign

Executive Branch

Carries Out Laws
Nominates Cabinet

Signs & Vetoes Laws
Commands Armed Forces
Conducts Foreign Affairs
Appoints Federal Judges

Vice President

Cabinet
(The 15 member Cabinet

advises the President)

United States Constitution
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Checks and Balances

Legislative
Branch

Executive Branch

Judicial
Branch
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LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

Representatives Voting Districts
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State Constitutions
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Citizen-Initiated Ballots The Oregon System

Citizen-Initiated
Amendments
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HOW STATE LAWS ARE PASSED
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Executive
BRANCH

Washington

Elected Office Description

Governor

Lieutenant
Governor

Secretary of
State

State
Treasurer

State
Auditor

Attorney
General

Superintendent
of Public

Instruction
Commissioner of
Public Lands

Insurance
Commissioner
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Oregon's Elected Officials

Idaho's Elected Officials

Public Land
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Judicial BRANCH

Supreme Court

Washington Court System

Oregon Court System

CCoouurrtt ooff AAppppeeaallss

SSuuppeerriioorr CCoouurrtt

DDiissttrriicctt
CCoouurrtt

MMuunniicciippaall
CCoouurrtt

SSuupprreemmee CCoouurrtt

CCoouurrtt ooff
AAppppeeaallss TTaaxx

CCoouurrtt

SSuupprreemmee CCoouurrtt

CCiirrccuuiitt
CCoouurrttss
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Idaho Court System

City and County
Governments

Taxes

SSuupprreemmee CCoouurrtt

CCoouurrtt ooff
AAppppeeaallss

DDiissttrriicctt CCoouurrtt

SSmmaallll CCllaaiimmss
DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt

MMaaggiissttrraattee
DDiivviissiioonn
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Property Tax Distribution

State Constitutions

Washington State
Constitution

Preamble

We, the people of the State of Washington,
grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the universe
for our liberties, do ordain this constitution.

Article I

Washington Property Tax
Distribution

Oregon Property Tax
Distribution

Idaho Property Tax
Distribution
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All political power is inherent in the people, and
governments derive their just powers from the
consent of the governed, and are established

to protect and maintain individual rights.

Absolute freedom of conscience in all matters
of religious sentiment, belief and worship, shall

be guaranteed to every individual...

Article II

Article III

Article IV

Articles V-VIII

Articles IX-XXI

Articles XXII-XXXII




